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Deseret News reporter Andrea Whatcott spoke to an Intro to News Writing class about the differences 

between the Salt Lake Tribune and Deseret News last Thursday.   

 As a reporter for a news corporation owned by the LDS church, there are many restrictions to a 

reporter’s freedom at the Deseret News.  After briefly working at the Salt Lake Tribune, Whatcott 

became particularly aware of the different office environments of the Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret 

News.  

 Whatcott described the Deseret News as “quiet, very calm, clean and nice.  They report the news in a 

way that says ‘this bad thing happened, but it will be okay.’  They report events in a very gentle way.”   

The Salt Lake Tribune office environment is very different.  It smells like coffee and cigarettes, there are 

papers everywhere, and it is “exactly how I imagined a newsroom to be” said Whatcott.  The voice in 

their articles are very different from the voice of the Deseret News.  Each article “is very straightforward 

and blunt and as a reporter there, there are no limits to the topics you can write about.”   

A few years ago, Whatcott discovered parents of high school kids who were encouraging their kids to 

have sex in their homes.  The parents felt their kids could be safer if they were under their roof.  The 

parents provided protection and a clean room for the kids to have safe sex in.  The parents knew their 

kids would have sex, and figured they would be safer if they did it in their own homes.  When Whatcott 

approached her boss at the Deseret News about reporting this story, her request was quickly denied 

with an “absolutely not” response.   

In addition to restrictions on what she can write about, she also has to monitor online comments on 

articles.  There can be no profanity, no vulgarity, no obscenity and no hate speech.  Comments have to 

be constantly monitored as commenters are only allowed six comments hourly.   

Whatcott has found the articles that receive the most heated comments are sports articles about BYU 

and the U, in addition to articles regarding high school sports.  Commenters are also very invested in 

getting their comments posted quickly.  If there is a shift switch that can cause a lag in the monitoring of 

comments, commenters often get mad that their comments aren’t posted immediately.   

Students were very inspired and encouraged by her speech and were glad she took the time to visit their 

class.  As aspiring reporters, they were all very glad to hear about the differences between the two news 

organizations and get advice from someone who has been in the business a long time. 

 


